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Genoa Township Citizen Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes – May 10, 2017 

  
Committee Members Present: Chuck Moore, Lisa Turner, Frank Bateman, Dan Edwards, Phil 
Gullatta, Larry King, Vice Chairman Jeff Martin, Chairman Art Reitz, Ullrich Mayeski, Sara Walsh, 
Richard Castor, Rick Stose 
 
Committee Members Absent:  Secretary Belinda Reed, Kyle Heichel, James Randas, Steve 
Ciacchi 
 
Police Present: Chief  Steve Gammill, Deputy Chief Russ Ciballi 
 
Guests:  Jim Lytle 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Art Reitz.   
 
 Old Business: 

 The minutes from the March 8 meeting were distributed.  Motion was made to approve 
the March 8, 2017 Minutes (pending some minor changes) by Larry King.  Frank 
Bateman seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously.   

 Time was taken for attendees to introduce themselves and recognize the new members 
who were in attendance - Chuck Moore, Lisa Turner, Dan Edwards 

 Officer Dan Sigman and Officer K-9 Ben were introduced.  Ben's qualifications were 
explained and Officer Sigman answered questions.  It was noted that our K-9 unit is 
supported by private donations.   

 
Chief Updates: 

 Trustees have asked  the firm of King and Horn to do a needs assessment for the police 
with regards to a new facility. 

 Several officers are down due to health issues, leaving a shortage of coverage for 
patrol.  Chief is working Sundays to help relieve some of the shortage and overtime has 
gone up.  The intent is to hire Part Time officers for 2 shift.  Two officers are to be 
interviewed before they are put into the process for evaluations.  Recently hired a new 
officer who is now in field training.  We currently have 26 full time officers.  We are 
authorized 27.  Current Citizens Police Academy will end May 23. 

 Formation of a Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association has been formed, with 
officers selected to serve. 

 The Westerville police did not find who was at fault in the accident Officer Marlin was 
in.  The cruiser is consider a total loss.  

 2 cruisers are on order, based on the Ford SUV platform 

 Fentanyl is a problem being experienced in our community as well as others in the 
state.  It is being brought in through Mexico.  Naloxone is being distributed to our 
officers to help in overdose situations they may encounter. 
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 SROs will be on patrol once school is out  

 Jeff, Art, Karl and Chief Gammill will be going to visit the Powell Police station next week 
to look at the design and functionality 

 An update was given concerning the IKEA opening and traffic.  CPD and the Sheriff's 
office will coordinate traffic in that area.   

 Deputy Chief Russ Ciballi received his Bachelor's degree- Congratulations! 
 
Questions/Comments: 

 What is the annual cost of sustaining CALEA?  $4,100. 

 What assistance can the committee be to help with hiring?  Word of mouth would be 
one way.  The National Testing Network recruits candidates, but all the Police 
Departments in Central Ohio are competing for the same pool of candidates.  We don't 
do well as a Department due to the lower range of salaries we offer in comparison to 
other Departments.  Also, the quality of candidates are not up to the standards needed 
for being police officers.  We have tried Work Fairs, but again, we are competing with 
the same candidates that other Police Departments are.  We have our salary ranges 
listed at the Work Fairs, but the other Departments have theirs listed as well and they 
offer higher ranges.   We would like to have more diversity in our Department, but there 
are no qualified candidates available. 

 Can other enticements be made to attract candidates, such as offering a downpayment 
on a home in our community?  That would be up to the Trustees, but our community is 
pricey for our police officers to purchase a home in.  We currently hire officers that have 
their certification or are retired police officers.  We don't have the time or money to 
train officers like the CPD does. We need to have officers ready to go with field training 
we give. 

 Are there any leads on the guy who was videoed kicking in the back door of an empty 
home?  No, not at this time. 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Phill Gullatta and seconded by Rick Stose.  
 
The next meeting is Wednesday, July 12, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. in the Firehouse training room. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jeff Martin, Vice Chairman  
Genoa Township Citizen Police Advisory Committee 
 


